2012 год 

Всероссийская олимпиада школьников по английскому языку

Муниципальный этап

	9 -11 form
Integrated Listening & Reading



Time – 60 min
Task 1.
Read the definitions of the idiomatic expressions. Then you will listen to the radio program «Words and Their Stories: Fall Guy» about the meaning of some idiomatic expressions from the English language. You will hear the radio program twice. Match the idioms (1 - 5) to its meaning (A - F) according to the listening. There is one extra.

	Idiom
	Definition

	1.  a fall guy
	A. to be blamed or punished unfairly for something you have not done.

	2. to be fixed 
	B. someone who is arrested

	3. to take the rap
	C. To make up evidence or contrive events so as to incriminate (a person) falsely.

	4.  a bum rap
	D. someone who ends up taking the blame (or being held responsible) for the actions of another person or group.

	5. to frame someone
	E. to be played to a completely or partially pre-determined result, violating the rules of the game and often the law.

	
	F. blame or punishment that is not fair


Task 2.

Read the text on the origin of New York City’s nicknames, then listen to a part of the radio program on the same topic. You will notice that some ideas coincide and some differ in them. Answer questions 6 - 12 by choosing A if the idea is expressed in both materials, B if it can be found only in the audio-recording, C if it can be found only in the reading text, and D if neither of the materials expresses the idea.

Now you have 5 minutes to read the text and then to look through the statements 6 - 11. Then you will listen to the radio program on the same topic. You will hear the radio program twice.

Why is New York City called the "Big Apple"?
This commonly asked question got me wondering, why do we call New York City the Big Apple? While I've seen several apple trees in New York City, I don't particularly recall them as being in notable quantity - there are certainly more pigeons than apples in New York City, but we don't call New York City the "Big Pigeon." As with anything New York, there are many opinions and contradictions. 

In the early 1920s, "apple" was used in reference to the many racing courses in and around New York City. Apple referred to the prizes being awarded for the races - as these were important races, the rewards were substantial. 

Based on the research of Barry Popik, the use of "Big Apple" to refer to New York City became clearer. Popik found that a writer for the New York Morning Telegraph, John Fitzgerald, referred to New York City's races "Around the Big Apple." It is rumored that Fitzgerald got the term from jockeys and trainers in New Orleans who aspired to race on New York City tracks, referring to the "Big Apple." 

In the late 1920s and early 1930s, New York City's jazz musicians began referring to New York City as the "Big Apple." An old saying in show business was "There are many apples on the tree, but only one Big Apple." New York City being the premier place to perform was referred to as the Big Apple. 

A 1971 campaign to increase tourism to New York City adopted the Big Apple as an officially recognized reference to New York City. The campaign featured red apples in an effort to lure visitors to New York City. It was hoped that the red apples would serve as a bright and cheery image of New York City, in contrast to the common belief that New York City was dark and dangerous. Since then, New York City has officially been The Big Apple. 

In recognition of Fitzgerald, the corner of 54th & Broadway, where Fitzgerald lived for 30 years, was renamed "Big Apple Corner" in 1997.

6. There are many studies into the origin of New York City’s nicknames.               
7. In the 1970's New York City went through many fiscal troubles.                         
8. Metropolis is the fictional name of the New York City clone in the comic book Superman.            
9.  Jazz musicians called New York City “the Big Apple” in the 1920s and 1930s.  They got the term from a horse track worker who said where to a horserace in NYC was referred to as the Big Apple.
10. A New York City nickname popularized from lyrics in the song “New York, New York” by the one and only Frank Sinatra.  
11.  New York is nicknamed The Empire State for its national and global significance.    
12. One of the symbols of New York, according to hopes of its creators, must replace gloomy image of New York  to the shining one.                                                                         
Task 3
For question 13 – 20, read the text and choose the best variant from A, B, C, or D according to the text of the article. 

The walnut trees

by Rhona Aitken (excerpt)

“Hurry up – love of my life!” “Coming!” With that well-known feeling of last-minute panic I chased back into the kitchen to convince myself that all was in order. Gas off – door locked – windows shut – radio off. All in order! With a great sigh of relief I eased myself, plus my bundles, out of the front door and down the path towards the already heavy-laden car.
Phil tossed my coats and bags unceremoniously into the back seat for Dave to sort out, and before I could catch my breath we were off. Off to St David’s.

As a child I had gone there with my parents and experienced the magic of this Cathedral city; promising myself that one day I would return, to see those dramatic battlements, scene of so much history told with such conviction throughout the ages. The ancient bricks and stones are masterpieces of beauty; greens, greys, mauves and pinks, that whisper such secrets in their shadows. Secrets thought to have vanished forever into the distant past, yet somehow never seeming so far away. In my memory I was seeing again the Cathedral, so protective over the little hamlet of St David’s. When we had arrived all those years ago we could hear the choir singing. Serene Welsh voices pouring their music through the brilliance of the stained-glass windows into the cold night air. Britain’s smallest city listened – smoke spiraling from peaceful chimneys, drifting through evensong. I never forgot it, and now, thirty years later I was to return, with Davie and Phil.
Davie was seventeen, and Phil and I knew it would be the last holiday he would be spending with us. At seventeen youth has spreading wings that must be tested – and holidays with parents do not figure in that scenario.
As the day progressed we drove across the Severn Bridge in the late summer sunshine. We passed Cardiff and sped into the countryside – Davie, in the back seat, concentrated on the map. Our plan was to have a week in Solva, and a week in St David’s. As it was October people would be scarce so we hadn’t booked in anywhere. It added to the fun of the holiday not to know exactly where we would be staying.

There were eerie mists rising from the valleys, the green of the mountain ash paling to soft gamboges; the bracken fronds now tipped with rust. The first of the night-chills seemed just around the corner.

There was a great rustling of paper from the back seat.

“We need a new map, Dad,” complained Davie, tussling with a lap full of disintegrated sections. “This is so old all roundabouts have changed, and it hasn’t got any motorways. Sorry – but I think we should have taken that last turning on the left!”
We went a little further, managed to back into a muddy field and retraced our way to the turning – a winding road that said it went to Treffgarne Cross.

It was a long time before we came to the next sign, drooping wearily over a heavy beech hedge at an indecisive angle, and telling us nothing on the map so we continued on to Llandloy. Fifteen minutes later we saw a sign to Penpark, and we knew that was too far north and quite wrong.

At the first opportunity we took an unmarked lane south, hoping at least to be heading in the right direction.

Gradually the lanes were becoming smaller, the houses fewer and the hedges wilder, leaning over the car more purposefully, spiky fingers scratching at the paint, driving us into potholes. Phil eased the car onto a grass verge facing a five-bar gate.

“Come on, Son, - out with the map! Change places with your Mother and we’ll try to find a way out of here!”

I climbed out of the front seat and surveyed the countryside. I could hear the buzz of lazy insects, the distant sounds of cattle and sheep, and singing breeze playing the branches of the hedging, rustling leaves and whistling through the massive trees that stood in a circle in the centre of the field. There were still larks high in the heavens. Over the dip at the far end of the field I glimpsed a spiral smoke and a patch of roof. I felt happy.
	chase back – to run back

bundle- a number of things wrapped together

heavy-laden – something with a lot of heavy things in it

battlements – top part of a castle wall from which soldiers can defend the building

mauve – pale purple

hamlet- a very small village

stained-glass windows – windows made of coloured glass (usually in churches)

spiral – to move in a curve winding round and round

evensong –the evening service in the Anglican church

scarce – not enough of it
	eerie – strange and frightening

mountain ash – a species of a tree that is common in Britain and Ireland

gamboge- yellow or yellow-orange

bracken fronds – листья папоротника-орляка
rust – yellowish-brown or yellowish-red

tussle – to fight with something

droop – to hang downwards with no strength

pothole – a large hole in the surface of a road caused by traffic and bad weather

verge – a narrow piece of ground by the side of road

lark – a small brown bird which makes a pleasant sound




	13. When the family set off, the author was

a. exhausted.

b. in a panic.

c. breathless.

d. relieved.

14. St David’s was chosen as their destination because
a. it is a historical city.

b. they wanted to listen to the choir.
c. it is the smallest city in Britain.
d. the mother had visited it as a child.

	15. In paragraph 3 ‘holidays with parents do not figure in that scenario’ means that young people
a. are unable to decide where to go by themselves.

b. are likely to enjoy holidays with their parents.
c. are uncertain if they would like to go with their parents.

d. wouldn’t like to spend their holidays with their parents.

 

	16. The family hadn’t booked hotel rooms for themselves because they

a. didn’t plan to travel overnight.

b. travelled in a low season.

c. had some friends to put them up.

d. planned to stay in a camp.

17.  They needed a new map because

a. the information in the old map was incorrect.

b. the old map was falling apart.

c. they had torn the old map up.

d. They had lost the old map.

18. Before they turned south, the family

a. had stopped to ask for the right way.

b. had missed the right turning.


	c. had got stuck in the mud.

d. had bumped into a hedge.

19. The father wanted the mother to change places with the son because

a. he was angry with the mother.

b. the son was better in a finding the way.

c. she couldn’t see the road very well.

d. He needed to see the map himself.
20. What is the purpose of the last paragraph of the text?

a. to describe.

b. to inform.

c. to report.

d. To persuade


TRANSFER ALL YOUR ANSWERS TO YOUR ANSWER SHEET

2012 год 

Всероссийская олимпиада школьников по английскому языку

Муниципальный этап   
	9 -11 form
Sociocultural competence


Time – 15 min
A. For questions 21 - 30, read the article “Political correctness” and try to find the politically incorrect synonyms for the politically correct given words. 

B. For  questions 31 – 35 try to guess the politically correct variants of given words.

Political correctness
Political correctness means the avoidance of forms of expression or action that are perceived to exclude, marginalize, or insult groups of people who are socially disadvantaged or discriminated against. Examples of language commonly referred to as "politically correct" include the following spheres:

· Gender-neutral terms.

e.g. Chairman was replaced by chair, chairperson (or president or some other term),

Fireman was transformed into fire fighter.

·  Disability-related terms.

e.g.  A cripple became an invalid, and proceeded through a long sequence of euphemisms, including disabled, handicapped, people with disabilities, differently abled, and physically challenged. In 1991, the National Cristina Foundation offered $50,000 to the person who came up with the most empowering term for people with disabilities. The winning entry was “people with differing abilities.”

· Race and ethnic-related terms.

e.g. replacing of "Black," “Negro” by African American" etc.

· Religion-related terms. 

e.g.  Anno Domini (AD) and Before Christ (BC) are replaced by Common Era (CE) and Before Common Era (BCE).

· Others: 

e.g. Foreign students became international students.

Terrorist became militant.
	Politically correct term
	Politically incorrect synonym

	21. Ms. (a word that doesn’t indicate a marital status)
	

	22. visually impaired
	

	23. hearing impaired
	

	24. mentally challenged
	

	25. Roma
	

	26. Winter Holiday
	

	27. holiday tree
	

	28. senior citizens
	

	29. a person of substance, a heavyset
	

	30. person of height
	

	
	31. congressman

	
	32. policeman

	
	33. stewardess

	
	34. Indians

	
	35. Merry Christmas!
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II (муниципальный )этап

9 - 11 form
Use of English

Time – 15 min
Task 1. 
Complete the sentences 36 – 45 with the collocations / expressions (A - J) in the box below.
	A. the other day  
	B. all day long  
	C. call it a day  
	D. at times  
	E. on time 



	F. in time  
	G. pass the time  
	H. ahead of its time  
	I. time and time again  
	J. for the time being




36.  Despite technical problems, the flight left_______.

37. We’ll be getting a new printer next month. So, _____ we have to put up with this one.

38. Most engineers agreed that the car’s design was _____.
39. I started a conversation with the person sitting next to me on the bus to _____.
40. I saw Sally ______. Did you know that she had broken her leg?

41. The match started at 7 pm and Jack arrived just _______ for the kick-off.

42. Let’s _______and go home. We’ve been working for over twelve hours without a break.

43. He keeps making the same mistake  ______.
44. I find it very difficult to agree with you ________. Your views can sometimes be extreme.

45. I have been sleepy ______today. I don’t know what’s the matter with me.
Task 2. Read the following text below and decide which answer A, B, C, or D  fits best each space (46 - 55). The first one is done for you. Transfer your answers to your answer sheet.

A TAXI EXPERIENCE
As a journalist, I’m asked to travel around the globe to all sorts of (0)_C_ countries.

Over the years, I’ve used different means of transport. Of course, for long (46)________flying is the fastest and safest way to  (47)________a far-off destination.

Unfortunately, I’m not a very organised traveller and despite my travel agent’s best efforts, (48)  _______always goes wrong. Last week, while I was heading for the airport, I realised I had left my passport at home. Obviously, I had to go back so I asked the taxi driver to turn around and take me home. In the meantime, I crossed my fingers and hoped that I wouldn’t miss my (49)________.

All the (50)_________home, the driver was speeding in and out of traffic. He got even more carried (51)__________when he got on the motorway, (52) ________at speeds of up to 150 kilometres per hour.

By the time we arrived home, I was (53)_______ a state of shock and it took me a while to (54)_______my breath. So, before driving off again, I decided to pay him (55) _______ extra, so that he would go slower as we were bound to have an accident.

	0.
	A. curious
	B. peculiar
	C.foreign 
	D. strange

	46.
	A. travels
	B. excursions
	C. tours
	D. trips

	47.
	A. arrive
	B. reach
	C. get
	D. approach

	48.
	A. anything
	B. something
	C. everything
	D. nothing

	49.
	A. flight
	B. cruise
	C. trip
	D. journey

	50.
	A. road
	B. way
	C. route
	D. direction

	51.
	A. away
	B. out
	C. on
	D. along

	52.
	A. moving
	B. travelling
	C. transferring
	D. transporting

	53.
	A. at
	B. under
	C. on
	D. in

	54.
	A. hold
	B. catch
	C. keep
	D. find

	55.
	A. many
	B. a little
	C. a few
	D. some


Task 3. Use the words given in capitals at the end of some lines to form a word that fits the gap (56 - 65) in the same line. The first one is done for you. Transfer your answers to your answer sheet.

	SKATEBOARDING

In the early 1960s, a new craze swept through the (0) coastal cities of the United States. 
 Being (56)_______  fit, the surfers wanted some fun while the surf was low. That's when an (57) ______ new pastime called skateboarding was born. The skateboard was (58) ________ developed by attaching a plank of wood to roller-skates.

However, skateboarding has undergone (59) _____ changes since then.

(60)______  skateboarders now use plastic and fibreglass, which make the

boards more durable and flexible. Nowadays, skateboarders spend (61)________ hours performing tricks and stunts many of which are (62) _______, so experts (63)_______skateboarders to wear protective gear such as helmets and elbow and knee pads, especially if they are not (64)____.
A skateboarder goes through many falls before becoming proficient, so it is (65) ___to take precautions against accidents.


	COAST
PHYSICS
ENERGY
ORIGIN
DRAMA
PROFESSION
END
DANGER
SKILL
SENSE
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 Writing



Time – 30 min
Write your own short –story using the words from the table. You should try to use as many words from the table as possible. Describe events in your story in an entertaining way. Don’t forget the steps to a good short-story:

- title;
- introduction (Introduces characters, setting, time, weather, etc.);

- initiating action (The point of a story that starts the rising action);

- rising action (events leading up to the climax/turning point);

- climax (the most intense point of the story/turning point of the story);

- falling action (your story begins to conclude);

-  resolution / conclusion (a satisfying ending to the story in which the central conflict is resolved – or not). 

You don’t have to write your short-story in order. Move backward or forward from the starting idea (it may or may not be the beginning of the story), and ask “What happens next?” or “What happened before this?”)
You should write 150 - 200 words.

	dog

robot

park

soldier

decision

children

space

policeman

coffee

volcano
	automatically

independently

young

new

elderly

cooperatively

industrial

dangerous

funny

angry
	look after

walk

create

control

save

take care

organise

move

greet

repair
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